. 9EX % e —EANSE e AHH

i ¥ o4 1] 2009.6.4. www.fcnabc.org

A EEE DAL I A o - BRE T Re AT %@?«JE} % R
PR B 2R e W*Uﬁﬁﬂi[ﬁiH@”wim
SANREAIE ?FT‘J?“ °
g o O ﬁrﬁ}qﬁ,ﬁ;ﬁ PURVES S 5T A - B "iﬁ' Sk A U R L'F[%ﬁ
B Bl fed A g T ﬁiﬁ?fi@“iﬁu I PIRL = i e Tﬁ U ey
iR W T o T A o ST R N S PO
i (G 3 :,;%df»?@,gnﬁpp%[ﬁ?q, ;ejt?ljg F%@ﬁpg@%& o IR S R
ARENan= N AN IR AT IRFERE] INIER A ST LR = R4S 2 2T
£ QTR BRSO o B P oy TR R [0SR TR
IS PPV & SRR > YR 9f 2 VR Lﬁ%?ﬂbﬁ PURYGAREY % %ﬁ
ml e R R EJE’?Z%LT*QM[““ b T PUgRESE EJ %‘ F‘,— B
P I U R D ERES A SR 4 IR Eﬁﬁfﬂﬁ'l%’?ﬁg a*glﬂg,
Elfjfgfﬁﬁl@};?x Iﬂ'pj\‘ﬁ’lijsﬁlfj’ﬁ%hmm o
o PV PR DR R Y« A S @ PRI AP # kg
A ] SRR S 5 R PR B RIS T e e e i
IR IE'IWF%\_ELF‘({ SV P = b o iERL= - Hrfl s TR E
ﬁ@“ﬁJ@%wwm<%~n>mﬁvm@7F’wmﬂ[wﬁﬁw
fub‘”lgﬁr e B 14 U 2]t - ?m\clsr@m R R R T
H%%WWMWﬁWF PR BN @ﬁwiﬁP“t’ﬁ“wﬁTﬁw
BESE fﬁ“FF‘m@ﬁw’ﬁi“mwmkﬂm%MHH«Waﬁwy
gy A [’“':J%Hf*ﬂ It - #e - FFE k*"ﬁ Fy WAL It =2 Hﬁlpipﬁ' *
*YFT ﬁf/[llﬂ vﬁ'%‘ﬁﬁé’;}iﬁiﬂ*?J eFASEPL?
B S M Pl twmgi “ FL A J% SIS R lﬁ
= e
oy Tt o PURREIV AL S o SR N R A R R - R e B
LT PESISIER ’}[ﬁ’ K if’i@@pﬁ%%l [EsAEc= fﬁji@‘;ﬁ(@ﬂ[pfk =JE liy;f‘ﬂﬁgj
TEE E[}lﬁﬁiﬁ?ﬁmﬁ i'ﬁwﬂﬁu,mﬁ I'J'J‘:”*‘[‘i‘fﬁliﬂiiﬂﬁlﬁﬁ"f?ﬁ?ﬁﬂ*

SV s [J“IE’.P%’JFWETEJE s JTHR F][[gs«l[mjjal Jﬂr‘iﬁﬁi—jfﬁﬁfjgl F"I Elg’g— H[@;IEUEF F
R - E”@‘ﬁl F”?Eﬁﬁ“flt T“LFT ALEEAYE o T PAT IR  E]- T fufsd SEE
S A PR S R Eﬁi?ﬂm}ﬁtﬁT+ﬁ1%¢Fljw I/%—J (E1 7T e = ff e
EE%’EEEJ% TRLEDA R o (0] Y - g Eﬁ?ﬁ%’]j{i};c[ o NIEINE R

VY JIT
JIT

i

~
=



?ﬂa & PVEHE Y R RLEVES SR = 1 Y R e (g o
SR o Bl ISR P T SRR ?"Iﬁws‘ﬁ Yl 9 AR FIENZY A e T
,g,riggww@$ﬂj IR -
3= T R PR H SRV SR T RIEEV R T SR, B
PURACHL T 2 3 SFARIE ISR e, T SR LA, -
Ejg%l(éf’;r?\j'iy i - lF;L ] [’zsﬁfjr_;;\u@il_fﬁzj\ﬂél:vﬁﬁu ,i@@%rgr&ﬁ SE=5 NN
Mp ﬁh:ﬁ‘il*lnu et~ F1E0 > PIED N PPRLRLORIEE - 7% S B
Flel- Zp'F E*‘ | H E R R i e “*’h‘ﬂ e -

Ho 0 SPIREER  SFT A MR RS R S -
— o fHRL BRSSP 2 PR D I RS e AR S0
APl = B R R i NEE L BE o RUR T AR E'U%?F?pﬁ
FE B T TR B B R R o FUR T i PR
= p SEJRS wyﬁﬁi T, e pul |Q}LJ—TS<jJ"‘F'EJ7>‘[F 4\@“145 [ﬁ f' &@Fﬁgﬁﬁ E
RERE ~ JEAE 0 TR SRR o P T |' NERR N & SCRN
24 (U8R 2 29 -
PR SRR o AR P 2 i EE KV - e PIREE] - A e
~/$3' *?ﬂﬁ A B AR (P TTERLEIRE 6 2] g 4 = i A el
%@@ﬁ#mﬁy%’ﬁ*%ﬁ%$¢%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%“ SR - & - B
%L?jﬂﬁ“[[ﬁa . ;grﬁ\gf;vig@[:.g% I£'+I mgtkﬂifrrﬁl (ﬁj[g[iﬂ[[@@ﬂ]‘) p Jﬁfl
PSS TE po— AReRs R 2~ *fﬁ‘“‘ﬁ”fﬂ I B © o (R R L
o & F'Jﬁp » HE T TM%V/ xﬁ‘%\*”’&ﬁf}%’iﬁd ST (i B 7 (FK RS 2
=W 2R N RS “”TF'? VBRI B SRS W
QQ%TJ s TEERE ,ﬁ@@ﬁ%ﬁp SR ar_ﬁﬁglﬂ RTINS AR it o ijf[
# *‘:"fg 'l l%%tﬁhﬂ@@?ﬁ%ﬁ T ?ﬂ%hlifﬂ/%f[ ’ T Sty NN
AL ) *:@*E*IW““%ﬁﬁﬂw’WWF%VV#W%%HGiJW?
E'W Lij fF'EJI A0 PP LR R ~4‘u?¢i’??r%ilt L k= i
RS PR T RLA 1 IHI el %%Pﬂtwlﬁllﬁl g > ’Eif‘r{“i FE
riwfﬁl H[l‘pﬂ?({ ey L:"srﬁp JALET T‘ifl’%ﬁﬂ €£¥Ejj T CRRORAY R
?ﬁiﬁ&»ﬁé[gﬁ_ﬁlﬁlfjﬁﬁ o TR EFA ;'iﬁ;flipk—iﬁj‘ﬁuﬁlfjﬁﬁﬂillz = yppﬁv 15
LR PR e (5 2:12) 0 TR T | E
T\%J/ H TTJE'U*DF;C‘%@I?E;V AR s (3 10:1) - [P lRR we [ ERE Y A SRR
ffl ’*“éil[ftiﬁiﬁiﬁJ (=5:24) F o iﬁi{#’%’f%’ﬁ%ﬂlﬁlﬁ@ﬁﬁli‘@ﬁ # k}"iﬁ%’j
KL R B -



éﬁj%“%ywmwg%ﬁﬁ%%"Wﬁ%}%wﬁ’mﬁW@%LW@oﬂ
i, Eﬂﬁ;pﬂ;;mqﬁ;%@w[17ﬁﬂww$@m#$m§’ﬂ@§WWﬁzﬁm%
%?Wﬁ [P0+ 2 T 2 3 BT © BSPIA RIBFE S5Y
T RNEN F' jjétl: el @4[—~7 %1{‘ EJ@ELJ ] F' SEIf7S T}LJ [Jr;;';.?(/szﬂ[;c&gaﬂag@ﬁ EI!;ESJ
FEENSSY f%@%nﬁﬁuJﬁh#%ﬁf*WO$MWEWFVﬁ$meﬂﬁfJﬂ%@£§\
PG * [ > R L 2

P PR SRR - B A7

[RL A pjds o ['EL{%%H:L @* e Rk R NI R TN SN E < vl ﬂﬂ%}égp%%\
7 @%JL’ ST Eﬁﬁgwgwﬂ?ﬁﬁﬁaﬁg;’—yﬁﬁﬁm% aalila
%g PR ITRAT 1& pJ A *?qﬁuzggr&ﬁi JEIE ﬁ *a—: g I%f‘i:{’-”?ﬁlpjgtkﬁ j =

25 FRL TR [JR [EE'%J?E?} i 9

1l

 FHE ’aﬁgig%ﬁ Juugilfgﬁppﬁ’rﬁpu? ETFI N ?&{E,I};T:E[fﬁﬁﬁjwfﬁﬁ’yﬁéj“hilpj
“E‘rf LETUREERE ﬂﬁ' YRl N SR R IEJWE’TPI R e
£ Lﬂﬁ;fﬂj\ jﬂﬁﬁ THER ST ) YRR ﬁ:?J‘FEI'EEI [t i pJ %&FI iﬂ”»ﬁﬂ&%ﬁ
TSPV e g B Tirﬁ’“&'ﬂ? Ej*] Hﬁ*'@ﬁ“l?f@@ﬂ =y M iEe
Flir - E’Wfﬂc’é‘mhﬂﬂl%ﬁng‘k@i (EIL ] ﬂrﬁ‘&*ﬂf&f* e BT [
Fm%ﬂ5*$’@%m‘%£mﬁLE@MﬁgﬂEm#ﬁﬂﬁ@Vﬁ H e
SR {8~ B H o Ui Rt U g 5% ey 7t lﬁ?ﬁ
EIEVZRL G > EEE T flEPE RIS 2
R NI R R AT S R B SR R Y
O o E‘yt' Rpl 3i;c3fa3'=&pufgﬁ ﬁ%{—r bt liFTJ S “%pﬂ\i*J]Ef > 2
o rﬁf@%ﬁﬁ%@fwﬁ&ﬁ%’r& * O F IRV R B 5t < st
iﬁﬁiﬁllﬁl@l’%[ RS liih = fiﬁﬂ@fé?wi%jﬁi ’ xﬁféﬁif{fiﬁg}' LS AU T T
MELPEI R E M RN 47%‘[‘%5’3'?4 »E MR rﬁ\ﬂﬁ%gh fuf: > 2
O N ;n?ﬁiﬂ WAV ES > — BflRLEE (T
ﬂﬂrﬁf;z BEAET R D b LAPIR S [l AR 3 S T bR A A
Z5 PLRLACH ~ A7) o AL~ T ‘I‘El?fﬁ L%‘l‘ﬁﬁl?‘éﬂﬁﬁ? J*'TT’E%LFTEEEW
[P 2 Rl » 25 I'F’ﬂfi?}% R 3"5"%'7 Tﬂl%f«ﬂﬁ?fﬁ AR
ENUR > [hpRLIiE [ = =GRl o e B 2 240 -
7‘+fﬁglw°3%p ORI FOIT o S RLI 2 R O« B BT CRRBS  R
Jundtos [}UI SLRLE 9 2 H S T T ﬁj%ﬁﬁllFm R AL T S A A
ﬂﬁﬂjffgg FIJ’{J;@E’?FJWVl

_E[

w



FALRTREASD 20 AFHEL

=5 (Pl e LEF‘({ AT F R R 5?’[?\“‘44 SR S (IC N
f J?EF‘AF[?&FIH

TR RRIVES > 5 IR R ISE 2 T 1980 5 -t DU’ < Skl ST DR
iR BRI » AT VR R S R S TR A S - T
R PR OGRS - S USRS P e (AL FjE AR
s BRI R R o O * (B T BRI OEAL 1o [l
| @T\Fﬁéﬁ*’ﬁﬁ& (et F lgFJT@?"L?EJ%E,Jf“ BNES =y SN lF;L
~ TR R~ L 2 A

ﬂﬁ?ﬂ’fﬁ%i*E*Wﬁm%%w%@ww%ﬁM@@’%ﬂ*Wﬁ%m?
R AR ARG > POSREGE 2 fIg plipst ™ g o e fospBl i & b - 2k
@Wﬁwuﬂﬁwﬁ R 2RI PSR Bl u@%ﬂﬁupmﬁm,
PR » JEENEC A S s TR ELRRRR  F EOTIORL - C
iJF' ViR DI M g T SRR :34)‘“ %R P R
FE D gk [ BN D - B SRR SEET A A
Pl |

FI*TH lﬁfﬁ‘m;r UL ISP EER R L S5 Elgfr{,mggmﬁurﬂ
N
PRI A R b AVEROR AR A ~  E S RS RS S T

ﬁW%ﬁu%ﬁw~dWJ%‘“Wwﬁﬂiﬁ@ﬂbﬁkﬁﬂwwﬂj
PRSI PR IR -

§9fFﬂF » ] [ILPHP‘?FIQEI‘?@F” [l PRAE . ETRGRT | ‘i_[ﬂ LGS kﬁalﬁ; 3=
RUFORE @SS St s RO Es S S0P o 2 i i " TR Y
fif’ffﬂ[ﬁ[ ’ ﬁBﬂT FZEY ﬁﬂjpﬁtﬁ:& A PRSI e - TR ¢ WS
PRSI pRAE S0 F ﬁﬁjaﬁ}ﬂf G S JBE e A - T2 E
S SRRE TR B I RTSRVIBE R RERLIR



Y FARIRET sl puss o 5 S VA R LR I HSERE TRV

p@ﬁwmﬁ%JW% ~ww’wyﬂjﬂﬁﬁ¢%%wdw#ﬁryﬁ SR
e, S5 PO - L TR RIS IS T 5 O -
Ph R iF;F— LR B T AV o TS P B T 1 f'cffk‘i gig#%p
ALY GHI9 2 AR H - = T O, B BEARE BE R ) 2
S SRy FE AR S PR R AR G o g G o 5
TR~ S A r;ﬁ¢wTW°W%"%ﬁﬁmtw*
5 O BSOS S G R

ﬂlfﬂfit" ’ [Hmﬁlf‘ T IE'?P*%?‘EQW MR E[ﬁlﬁa%ﬁl[’%f:ﬁﬁmg;ﬂj}%
B KT - SO R PR ] S AR T PR
ggkw“‘ﬁﬁﬁﬁ“ﬁﬁé%ﬁﬁﬁwfﬁﬁo%ﬁﬁ%’ﬁﬁ%ﬁmégﬁ
U Ly LR 2 SRS
ﬁqu_quéﬁ'% B |[4E§]f I*ﬂ'ﬁfﬁfﬂljﬂ[%, {l%ﬁyﬂ f’_:ﬁ@d% ﬁﬂwﬁufk
SEE LU T i 2o o £

ﬂl’F’?ﬁﬁJl ELF 1o Ipugikty P‘[JP[ R ;T;,J‘P“ 1 o 25 (= J,ﬁgy?r{ B 22 @b LA
R~ E AP TR RREE T B - RPER SRR 5T - 471 e VSR — [l
g Jif'[ijpgt@[ﬁggug ENCLA gi IIJ[MEEJ/ &% ~ Tﬁ”ﬁ pr e s qﬁéli%'ﬁrlar Fn A
[l Jrﬁfmi& Vgt o I 2 S IR S P S e
B I (R AOH IR R - PR S e LR
Ek?gm EI:‘WFL BEYE

T AT A Tl VI SRR o e -0 BRI -

BN FELPEIE  BERAC R SR IE-2000 F 5 FL 12 FIPWIARESE AL
Z 6 E] 4 I PSR R A VR > ER S OB rJrF'j AT NS R
ﬁtﬁ5H12HW6H4E%ﬁé'“%FEHW@Wiﬁ'“‘dinﬂWAﬁﬂ
b= I Z'JHI[BS“'}P*F[Q

YR » P ST TR AW RO RLRED A AR
[RIg= i&lfﬂ[ﬂ FIORE S LR

< PR 0 R RS IR PSR OB et I PR
LRI : o



) %l[j;\—_‘n’,}-@flﬂi DUIFIijT\Iﬁ[ ) Ep;ﬁ :

1 H“dt:‘?['FEJF’?iU TR [FI 151~ S,kagﬁ £ I]:LIFIJ SeLlh PUEA i{'_‘i‘ﬂ JJF)?J&/FIJ
B N gygﬂr{t = HFpu B

2T 2RSS P AP DI RRS P AIIGTH VI ~EERE
SRS pIERf g

= m?"f‘ﬂi*ﬁ‘#F BN R R - — S (Y PR i
K tuﬁ@ﬂﬂi P‘I %H Y5 Pl iﬁ[@%ﬁ@){ﬂiﬁ Fit l—‘[ BN J}I_J “
(IRGIRL S Wﬂlﬁ?\f LR SR TS IHI% A -

1. ]}Iﬁ?al, o ‘fu;f:*El

2RI - A

B RO THEH - BRI B RS

AR DU PTI98 RO -

.
I
&
A}

A
s

S fIOA RREE Z ly V _Epl o 2 T S R SRR g T ¢ |




The Historical Wound Left by the June 4 Incident-----
------ How the Chinese Churches Should Face It

---Pastor Hong Yujian's speech at the June 4, 2009 solemn assembly in Washington, DC,

""Repentance, Reconciliation, Re-formation: Recomissioned After Twenty Years."

On June 4 twenty years ago, gunshots were heard in the city of Beijing. A bloodshed that
claimed the lives of several hundred peaceful petitioners shocked the world and has
forever changed the status of life and way of life of many Chinese, including me, the
author of this article.

During the past 20 years, the attitude of the authorities regarding the massacre has seen a
transformation. At first, it was officially labeled the “June 4 Counter-Revolutionary
Riot.” Later, it was called “a political unrest.” Today, any information and comments on
the June 4 Incident are totally banned by the government — as if the massacre never
happened. During the past 20 years, there has also been a change in the attitude of
overseas Chinese towards the June 4 Incident. At first, they unreservedly sympathized
with and supported the petitioning students in the Square, and they were shocked and
angry at the government’s bloody crackdown. Today, they have become oblivious,
benumbed and indifferent about the June 4 Incident. One of the reasons is that the
growth of China’s economic power in recent years and the sense of national pride,
increased by the success in the Olympic Games, has made people in China ambiguous
and vague in their attitudes toward the June 4 Incident. In the meantime, most overseas
mainstream Chinese media also politely keep themselves aloof from the subject of the
June 4 Incident. What is more inconceivable is quite a few arguments have popped up in
the overseas Chinese communities that the “crackdown on June 4 was right.” Overseas
students who went to demonstrate in the streets against the bloodshed in the June 4
Incident are now indicting themselves in defending the dictatorship. They even ridicule
themselves, saying that the moral courage they had 20 years ago was nothing but the
impulse of a young and inexperienced person.

During the June 4 Incident, the government and the pro-democracy activists were on
opposite sides of each other. Which side should we the people lean toward? It is true
that great changes have taken place in the world situation in the past 20 years, and the
stance of the people has also experienced a great change. As the saying goes: “Times
change, and what was old is not necessarily the new.” However, we are Christians, and
we only have one Lord. He is the true God of Trinity, “with Whom is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning.” (James 1:17).



In all matters, including politics, we should only be loyal to the Lord of yesterday, today
and eternity, the Lord who never changes. We should not support any one side, and we
should all the more avoid being the “double-dealing grass on the wall that sways with
wind.” We are both subjects in our heavenly kingdom and citizens here on

earth. Wedged between the tension of being on earth and the tension of not belonging to
earth, what Christians can do and should do is to show before the world our identity of
being the subjects of the heavenly kingdom and the June 4 Incident is no

exception. Then, how can the Chinese churches, especially the overseas Chinese
churches who enjoy freedom of belief, accept and express this from the spiritual
perspective of truth?

First of all, we see that through the June 4 tragedy, God prepared the hearts of the people
for the widespread dissemination of the Gospel in the vast expanse of land that is China.
This can be presented in three aspects.

First, the June 4 tragedy destroyed the last sense of hope the Chinese people had in the
idol of communism. The massacre of ordinary people by the government fully exposed
the barbarity of a totalitarian government under rule of man, destroying all the self-
adulation in the propaganda of the Communists and placing the Party members who
originally firmly believed in communism, under self-examination by the basic conscience
in human nature.

Second, the tragedy on June 4 was a blow to the blind spot of self-conceit of intellectual
elites in the Chinese tradition. The student movements in Chinese history had always
been mystified by the authorities as the social vanguards. In the May 4 Movement,
December 9 National Salvation Movement and the Red Guards Movement in the early
stage of the Cultural Revolution, the students had all been exalted as people specially
favored by heaven in promoting social progress. However, the scene of the petitioning
students in Tiananmen Square in 1989 was so spectacular that it eclipsed all the previous
student movements. Besides, the support for the students’ movement by the overseas
Chinese students was so powerful and grandiose that the whole world was moved. Yet, it
couldn’t last long and didn’t produce any effect. The student unrest suddenly stopped due
to the bloody crackdown, and the protests overseas gradually quieted down as the
students obtained their green cards. As the lines in the poem go: “Right and wrong,
successes and failures turn out to be the same in nothingness.” What is left are only sighs.
Third, the decline of the student movements and the pro-democracy movement forced us
to reflect on a deeper level: what is really the root of all the miseries in the Chinese nation?
In the past, we believed that “Where there is oppression, there is resistance” and
“People’s eyes are keen and sharp.” However, facts have told us that these secular
concepts of righteousness can’t stand the test. Under the mighty power of the crackdown
by the totalitarian authorities, people have demonstrated cowardice, numbness, betrayal

and factional conflicts. The end of human efforts is the beginning of God. Many people
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are beginning to realize that they in themselves have nothing praiseworthy. The only way
out is coming to the throne of grace of God and surrendering to Him.

The other thing we have found is that in the past 20 years, God has founded, tested and
equipped the church through the June 4 Incident,.

1. How has God founded the church by using the June 4 Incident? Because of the June 4
Incident, the house churches in China had an opportunity to make a transition. After the
June 4 Incident, a sense of passiveness, depravity and loss permeated campuses
throughout China. The house churches that were mainly in the countryside before gained
a great opportunity to spread to urban areas and into intellectuals circles. Overseas,
Chinese churches and Bible classes that were previously mostly attended by immigrants
from Hong Kong and Taiwan began to show their care and love bravely and
enthusiastically to students from mainland China. They preached the Gospel to them
without having to worry that the students would reject them with harsh words. As a result,
there was an upsurge for God among the students from mainland China after 1990.

2. How did God test the church by means of the June 4 Incident? God turned curses into
blessings and bestowed such a grace and treatment to the Chinese churches both in China
and abroad by means of the June 4 Incident. However, we are still sorry to see that in the
past 20 years as the waves of protests among the ordinary people have gradually subsided,
the Chinese churches are evading this topic of righteousness. The Chinese churches dare
to denounce the moral evils in the society such as cohabitation and promiscuity. Yet,
when the sinner is a government (especially the Chinese government), the churches,
without an exception, keep silent on the issue out of fear. The Chinese churches love to
sympathize with people in misery. However, if the misery is caused because of having
offended the government, then the people in misery would not be in their care. Shouldn’t
we reflect on the reasons for this phenomenon?

For a long time, most Chinese pastors and ministers let their churches hide in an
environment shielded from social evils and political tribulations and live a spiritual life in
self-righteousness, comfort and safety. The Chinese churches can abstractly pray for the
rulers and can also concretely pray for the Olympic Games, and they don’t think it’s an
engagement in politics. However, if people propose also to pray for our compatriots who
are suffering because of the June 4 Incident and for those parents who lost their sons and
daughters in Tiananmen Square, they would think it’s engaging in politics. Is this a
spiritual pursuit or hypocrisy? In this, God also tests us, as to whether we narrowly
interpret the mission of Gospel as merely spreading the Gospel. As time passes,
Christians have become used to being Christians in churches. The conscience of the
Chinese churches is undergoing a rigorous test in face of the political evil.

The church should in the first place be the voice of a prophet. In the times of Old
Testament, the prophets confronted kings and mighty powers. For example, Habakkuk

said: “Woe to him that buildeth a town with blood, and establisheth a city by iniquity!”
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(Habakkuk 2:12). Isaiah said: “Woe unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, and that
write grievousness which they have prescribed.” Amos said: “But let judgment run down
as waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream.” (Amos 5:24), etc. These are the
inheritance of truth the Bible gives to Christians all over the world and the Chinese
churches have no right to place themselves outside this duty.

The prophets in the Old Testament denounced political evils with strong words and their
purpose was certainly not to vent their anger. Instead, they wanted to call on sinners to
turn around. If we think that is a ruthless criticism and judgment out of self-
righteousness instead of out of love from God, then our understanding of truth has gone
astray and this proves we don’t understand God’s nature of being both righteous and
loving. Wasn’t it Jesus who kindly said “Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no
more?” Didn’t He also overturn the tables of the peddlers in the holy temple and
denounce the Pharisees as “generation of vipers?” How do we approach our Lord as the
God who hates sins but loves the sinner and how do we follow His instructions?

The church should not only perform the duty of a prophet, it should also perform the duty
of a priest. If no prophets come out to denounce evils, urge people to repent and preach
that the only way for the sinners to gain grace and to be forgiven is through the
redemption of Jesus, then what sacrifices can the priest offer for the people who don’t
know their sins and who don’t admit their sins? What is more serious than this is that if
the church does not talk about sin and only talks about love while spreading the Gospel,
and only demands that the victims learn forgiveness and oblivion and does not talk about
the sin committed by the perpetrators -- would the church be spreading a cheap version
of the Gospel?

3. How did God equip His church by means of the June 4 Incident? In simple words,
God wants to equip His church and make it become a church that has fully and deeply
grasped and loves the truth. He wants His subjects to be able to undertake both Gospel
missions and cultural missions.

The Chinese churches have always held onto the tradition of “separation between the
sacred and the secular” and their understanding of the “separation between the church
and the state” stays on a shallow basis. The true separation between the state and the
church does not mean we should take away from our faith the values of truth when we
discuss politics, let alone keeping silent and apathetic on politics. Instead, it means the
government and the church must be separate in division of labor. Unfortunately, in the
past few decades, the conservative and the pious Chinese fundamentalists, by their own
freewill, have placed themselves outside the public realm. Their practice echoes the
secular leftists in the West who are determined to drive out religion from the public
realm. Shouldn’t we examine this strange phenomenon?

During the Second World War when Hitler’s regime persecuted the Jews on a grand scale

and from the beginning till the very end, the Catholic Church did not utter a single word
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of denunciation. This has become the stain on its history that it can never wipe out. One
need not look far back for a warning: On the great question in principle of right and
wrong, Chinese churches must not hold an apathetic attitude and place themselves
outside the tribulation of our compatriots. In face of the historical wound of June 4, the
very least we should do is express our stance. This is one of the items in many of our
cultural missions. Some people pray profoundly for this and some show their care and
concern for the victims in private. Others stand up to denounce the sin of “not willing to
admit guilt.” Though the ways they express themselves are different, they are all out of
God’s love and they are all undertaking cultural missions.

Then, when the ways of expression in cultural missions of some brothers and sisters stir
up the sensitive political nerves of the authorities, should we appreciate and accept or
doubt and fear that this would provide the government with an excuse to suppress the
Christians? If the answer is the latter, we might have forgotten that the church does not
get its protection by catering to the taste of the government and by winning the
understanding of the government. Instead, it gets its rewards by being loyal to the Lord.
In this twisted and absurd era, the church is a beacon set up on earth by God. May God
lead us and bless us so that we don’t assume the posture of the weak or servile before the
powerful and the influential, whether it is on the issue of the June 4 Incident or in other
public matters. Instead, may He make us show our strength of character and bravery that
the prophets showed when facing the rulers!
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